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Synopsis

Birds of Peru is the most complete and authoritative field guide to this diverse, neotropical
landscape. It features every one of Peru’s 1,817 bird species and shows the distinct plumages of
each in 307 superb, high-quality color plates. Concise descriptions and color distribution maps are
located opposite the plates, making this book much easier to use in the field than standard
neotropical field guides. This fully revised paperback edition includes twenty-five additional species.
A comprehensive guide to all 1,817 species found in Peru--one fifth of the world’s birds--with
subspecies, sexes, age classes, and morphs fully illustrated Designed especially for field use, with
vivid descriptive information and helpful identification tips opposite color plates Detailed species
accounts, including a full-color distribution map Includes 25 additional species not covered in the

first edition Features 3 entirely new plates and more than 25 additional illustrations
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Customer Reviews

"A major accomplishment"--Birder's World"[T]he guide against which all others for the New World
tropics will be judged."--Don Stap, Audubon"Rarely in the history of tropical ornithology have so
many waited so long and so eagerly for a field guide to appear. . . . The end result of this long
process is a spectacular addition to the literature on South American birds. The plates are superb,
the guide is easy to use in the field, the range maps are informative and accurate, and the text is

concise while still including essential information."--Scott K. Robinson, Auk"Part of the excellent



Princeton University Press field guide series, the book describes and illustrates 1,817 species of
birds to be found in Peru. It's concise (at 664 pages!), well-designed, and worth a look (just take it
off the store shelf and page through it) because it demonstrates the extraordinary variety of the bird
world."--Jim Williams, Minnesota Star Tribune"Be assured that when | make my journey to Peru this
summer . . . that | will be toting a copy of Birds of Peru at all times."--John E. Riutta blog"[A] worthy
successor to the original edition. . . . The plates are amazingly thorough, again considering the
extent of the task involved in covering more than 1,800 species. Each facing page has a species
account and map. The text for each species is limited to about one-sixth of the page, and the maps
are small, but these features make this 664-page volume a real 'use-in-the-field’ book. It's quite an
accomplishment. Highly recommended for anyone venturing to this part of the world--how will they
top this?"--Bluebird’s Laugh blog"Birds of Peru will be a great addition to any birder’s library. You
never know if buying this field guide is the gentle nudge that you need to purchase a plane ticket to
Lima. | hope someday that my copy is battered and stained from an epic birding trip to Peru."--Radd
Icenoggle, Radleyice blog"Birds of Peru provides a complete and awesome guide to identify
Peruvian birds."--Birdwatching Binoculars"This is definitely a book | want to put to good use
someday when | hopefully get to travel to Peru to see some of these birds. This guide is also highly
recommended . . . for its great illustrations, range maps and easy to use layout."--Drew and Alex

Lamoreaux, Nemesis Bird

Thomas S. Schulenberg is a research associate at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Douglas
F. Stotz is an ornithologist and conservation ecologist at the Field Museum in Chicago. Daniel F.
Lane and John P. O’Neill are illustrators and field ornithologists, and both are research associates at
the Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science. Lane also leads Field Guides birding
tours. Theodore A. Parker Ill, who worked throughout Peru before his death in 1993, was the

premier neotropical field ornithologist of his time.

This is the number one book for birds of Peru: good color, description, and distribution maps. But
field guide it's not; it weighs a ton. Publisher’s should make any birding field guide sectioned, where

the illustrative plate section can be detached and taken into the field.

This is a good guide book to take on a trip, but one really needs a color tablet to view it. It is fun just
to look at the pictures. There are a few problems, mainly due to the fact that Peru has so many

species it is hard to fit them in one book. The maps are very small (at least in the kindle edition) and



the illustrations only seem to show the male breeding plumages. For example, the male and female
rufous collared sparrow (a very common Peruvian bird) are quite different from each other and they
only had a picture of the male. | didn’t even realize they were the same species and the text didn’t

give me a clue.

Not going to Peru until next year, but just flipping through the book makes me so excited to go. The
illustrations are excellent. | especially like that they include the 24 political departments on the range
maps, making it easier to pinpoint which birds will be in areas one is visiting. The notes on elevation

distribution are also VERY helpful!

This "field guide" is one thick, heavy book. Indeed, while lugging it around bird watching, | dubbed it
the encyclopedia birtanica. Yes, it's a fine identification book of "all" of the birds of Peru, but one
would have to travel the entire length and breadth, height and depth of Peru in order to make full
use of it. It would be more useful if this hefty, "field guide" were broken down into several different,

bird habitat type volumes, me thinks.

| bought this book before embarking on a one-week trip to Peru. Birding was not my primary
purpose, but | knew | was going to be in a country with a lot of avian diversity and | wanted to be
able to identify what | was seeing. This is an excellent field guide for Peru! The book helped me
identify nearly every bird | saw. The colored plates are good, providing seasonal, gender, or
immature/mature variations when necessary. | also really like the range maps. Some guides still
have vague, written descriptions of ranges, or none at all. To me, the range is critically important for

positively identifying a bird.

Peru has 1800 bird species, and this book gives visitors and residents alike a fair crack at actually
identifying some of them. The text is held to the essentials by eliminating description that is obvious
from the rendering on the facing page. Where one sees a bird in Peru is key to ID, so the elevation
range where a species lives is noted, as are comparison with similar species and distinctive
behavior. The range map, the text and the image(s) are always adjacent to each other. The images
are artists’ renderings, not photographs, and they are amazingly accurate. The index is standard
and quite adequate. If a species is endemic to Peru this is noted; if not, the neighboring countries
where the species occurs are listed.At about 8" x 5 3/4" x 1 1/2 " and 3 pounds, this guide is a mild

pain to carry, but it is absolutely indispensable for a birder who is traveling to Peru. This book is



easy to use for those accustomed to taxonomic order. It is a tour de force, given the number of
species that it must include. Whether the prospective user is a casual birder or an old hand, my
experience during 10 days of birding in Peru leads me to give this volume an unequivocal

thumbs-up.

Beautiful illustrations! It is a fun book to have around the house and to show to friends. It is pretty
large and heavy due to the incredible number of bird species the book covers, so | wouldn’t

recommend it as a field guide. Very happy with the product :)

Excellent guide covering all birds in Peru. We use it on our SierraRios raft expeditions down the
Upper . I've used it in Bolivia too on the Grand Canyon raft trips there. Most of the birds in Bolivia

are also present in Peru. The authors would not have to add many to cover both countries well.
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